Drumoghill Celtic ..... 6
Downtown Utd. ....... 0

Drumoghill Celtic confirmed
that they are the Kingpins of
Saturday League soccer when
they brushed aside great rivals
Downtown  United  with
considerable ease in the play-off
at Diamond Park, Ballyare, on
Saturday evening.

CHRIS ASHMORE
reports from Ballyare

Having already accounted for
the same opposition in the
Downtown Cup, went
into the game firm favourites to
co'cln‘l::iet;l l.hl.:‘;louhle‘“isg

only real surprise to emerge
was how easily they outplayed and
outfoxed the Letterkenny men. A
goal down after ten minutes and
a further one behind at the break,
Downtown went to pieces on the
hour with the Danny McConnell
managed side adding four more in
a 12 minute spell,

In the end, Downlown could not
have had any complaints about
the outcome. Quite simply, they
were well beaten by a side
stronger in every sector and one
got the impression that had
Downtown played all night they
wouldn’t have scored. It was one
of those days as far as they were
concerned.

FLAIR

Drumoghill, on the other hand,
played with some flair bubbled
over with confidence, particularly
late on when Downtown, forced to
throw everything forward, were
inevitably exposed.

Played at a good pace,
Drumoghill were soon in the
driving seat thanks partly to a
mix-up in the Downtown defence
which allowed Barry Tinney.to
steal in and fire past Dixie
Doherty for the first goal.

Vinny McGroary hit the side
netting at the other end and John
Gerard McAteer and Mickey
McCarron both had shots saved
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éeamus C:mssan, cabtain of Drumoghill Celtic, with the Willie

Drumoghill t.h’e kingpins

" Duffy Saturday League trophy after his side had defeated
Downtown United in the play-off at Ballyare on Sunday.

by the legen: Paul Dolan.

Doherty enied  Peter
McGeehin with a great reflex save
and the striker also had an effort
blocked by McLaughlin before

increased their lead at

a very timely moment, just four
minutes before the interval.

Freddie Wilson harried Jessie
Purtill and eventually won
possession just outside the corner
of the box, looked up, and blasted
in a real screamer to the far
corner.
ERROR

Dovwntown badly needed to pull

(Photo: Brian McDaid)

a goal back early in the second
half to have any chance of
retrieveing the situation but an
uncharacteristic error
McLaughlin effectively sealed
their fate in the 60th minute.

A _sloppy ball back was
intercepted by Wilson to leave
Downtown Kicking themselves.

Two minutes later it was 4-0
when, following a free, the ball
fell for Tinney who smacked it
into the net to spark off
Drumoghill cheers while also
again raising question marks
about the Downtown defence.

by °

end, reflecting Downtown’s
fortunes, before Tinney got his
hat-trick in the 67th minute
following the move of the game
involving  Wilson, Brian
McGeehin and Jimmy Doherty
who flicked on for the goalscorer
at the far post.

Downtown’s efforts to add a bit
of jizz to their attack had by now
well and truly backfired. And for
the remaining 20 minutes the
question was would they adopt
some damage limitation tactics or
continue to try and salvage
something.

To their credit they kept
plugging away, McCarron being
the most prolific in the few
unrewarding ~ raids that
materialised.

But Paul McCahill had made it
5-0 on 71 minutes and he crashed

" the ball home as he mel & cross in

style, and it could well have been
more. :

Indeed, Drumoghill even
missed a penalty late on with
substitute Kevin Neely seeing his
poor spot kick saved by Doherty.

A polished performance by
Drumoghill while for Downtown
it was a crushing way to end a

season.
DRUMOGHILL CELTIC: Paul |
Dolan, Seamus Crossan,
Lawrence McConnell, Mickey |
Forde, Maurice McGeehan, Peter
McGeehan, Barry Tinney, Paul |
McCahill, Jimmy Doherty,
Freddie Wilson, Brian McGeehin. |
Subs: Paddy Ward for B.
McGeehin (80 mins.), Kevin |
Neely for Doherty (84 mins.).

DOWNTOWN UNITED: Dean
Doherty, Ben McGranaghan,
Mickey McCarron, Eamon
McLaughlin, Brian McCrossan, |
Ernie Pollock, Dessie Carroll,
Vinny McGroary, John Gerard
McAteer, Jessie Purtill, Jackie
Duffy. Subs: Jimmy Maloney for
Duffy (65 mins.), Andy Harvey
for McLaughlin (75 mins.), Sean l
McDaid.

REFEREE: Danny Colhoun |
(Lifford). |




